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On motion by Hon. J. Mills debate ad-
Jjourned,

BILL—NURSES REGISTRATION.
Assembly’s Message.

Message reecived from the Assembly
notifying that it had agreed to the amend-
menl made by the Conneil.

PILL—PERMANEXT
{No. 2).

Angembly s Message.
Message received from  the Assembly

notifying that it had agreed to the amend-
ament made by the Council,

RESERVES

House adjourned at 6.55 p.m.

Aegislative Essembly,

Friday, 6th January, 1988,

nestions : Woollen Miils, (lovernment assistance
A Rallways—E. G. Backshall's appointment ...
Rallway project—Carnarvon-EIIH ...
Industries Assistance Board, Lostes In crolys
Select Committees ; Traffic Act Amendment Bill
War Gratuity Bonds, Constderation of Report
Joint Select Committes ;: Federation and the State,
Consideration of nterm report ...
Bille: Grain, Council’s Message ...
Architects, Councll’s Message ...
Toapectlon of Machinery, Council's Message
Numes Reglestmtion, Council’s Amendment ...
Permanent Reserves (No. 2), Council's Amend-

ment ... s
Prices Regulation Act Amendment and Con-
tinoance, all stages ...
Land Agents, Councll’s Amendments
Retarn ¢ colﬁe and Newcastle coa)

The SPEAKER took
p.m. and read pravers.

the Chair at 4.30

QUESTION—WOOLLEN MILLS, GOV-
ERNMENT ASSISTANCE.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for In-
dustries: 1, What financial assistance will
the Governmeni give to Western Australian
eompanies to assist them in starting worsted
and woollen mills in this State? 2, Are the
funds of the Industries Assistance Board
available for such purpose; if go, on what
terms? 3, What ig the amount of money
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spent to date in collecting data for the es-
tablishment of woollen mills in this State?
4, Is any money being spent at the present
time for the purposes of question No. 3, if
so, in what particular direction is the mioney
being spent?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Industries) replied:
1, This is a matter that will depend entirely
on the circamstances of the easc submitted.
2, Under Part 3 of the Industries Assistance
Aet the Minister for Industries is empowered
to wake advances to approved industrial
undertakings. 3, The sum of £410 19s. 44,
was paid to an English woollen expert who
vigited Western Australin in connection with
the propoged establishment of the industry.
There have also been investigations carried
out departmentally. 4, None.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, E. G. BACK-
SHALL'S APPOINTMENT.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, What was the date of Mr. E. G.
Backshall’s latest appointment to the railway
service? 2, What was his salary on appoint-
ment? 3, What is the salary attached to the
position at the present time?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Railways) replied: 1,
10tk November, 1918, 2, £330 per annum,
3, £409 per annum. An increase of £39 was
granted in common with afl members of the
salaried staff in conseyuence uof increase in
Lbasic wnge awarded by the Court of Arbi-
tration.

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
CARNARVON-K1LLILL

Mr. PICKERING (for Mr. Angelo) asked
the Premier: Have any steps bheen taken to
give effect to the resolution unanimously
passed by this House on the 15th September,
1920, that a report be obtained ns to the
advisability of comstrueting a railway from
the port of Carnarvon to the junction of the
Giascoyne and Lyons Rivers®

The PREMIER replied: Imspection was
made by Mr, Tindal in the latter part of
1920, and further inquiries now being com-
pleted, he is compiling a report on this pro-
posed railway.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
BOARD, LOSSES ON CROPS. -

Mr. HARRISON asked the Premier: 1,
What was the total amount of cover against
lose to crops under the Industries Assistance
Board in each of the years 1916-17, 1917-18,
1918-19, 1919-20G, 1920-21¢ 2, What was the
total amount of premiums paid by clients
and of claims met by insurance companies on
the harvest of each of these years?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, 191617, 1917-
18, 1918-19, no record kept by the board,
the bhusiness beinr transacted between the

settler and the insurance company. 1919-20,
£1,844,188. 1920-21, £2,064,870. 2, 1916-17,
premiums €19,421, losses £3,924; 1917-18,
premiums £14,802, losses £6,771; 1918.19,
preminms £14 416, losses £7,586; 1919-20,
premiums £23.783, losses £11,808; 1920-21,

premiuns £26,365, losses £7,270.

BILTL—(GRAIN.
Couneil ’s amendments.

The PREMTER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.38]: Yesterday, by an omis-
gion I did not ask the Committee to draw up
reasons for our disacrecing with the amend-
ments made by the Council to the Grain Bill.
With the permission of the House T will re-
pair the omission now.

A Committee consisting of the Premier,
on. W, €. Apgwin and Mr, Harmison drew
np reasons for not agreeing to eertain of the
Couneil’s amendments and for amending one
other amemlment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingle returned to the Coaneil

BILL-—ARCHITECTS.
Couneil’s Message.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
T, George— Murray-Wellington) [4.44]: Last
evening whon dealing with the message from
the Couneil on the Architect’s Bill we omitted
to draft reasons for disagreeing with the
am ndivents made by the Coaneil,

A Commiittee consisting of the Minister for
Vorks, My, DPickering and Mr. MeCallum
drow np reasons Tor not agreeing to one
amendment made by the Counneil and for
madifyirpg one other amendment,

Rescone adopted and a message aecordingly
retnet to the Courneil.

HUNOT COMMTITTEE-~TRAFFIC ACT
AMENDMENT BiLY.,
Henest for member to give evidence.

Mpvzare from the Couneil reerived and
reand reauesting the Assembly to avthorice the
Hon, W, .J, Georre to attend to give evidence
Lefrre the select enmmittee on the Traffie
At Carndment Rill.

On mation by the Premier, lesve pranted in
deesrdanee with the request,

BIT L. -INSPECTION OF MACITINERY.
Couneil’s Message.

Mossige from the Couneil reecived and
rend catifyine that it inaisted weon amend-
ment No. 1; that it did not insist upon amend-
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ments Neos. 2, 3, 10, 12, 13, 13, 16, 20, 26 and
27; that it agreed to the modifications made
hy the Assembly to the Counril’s amendments
Nos. 18, 19, 21, 22, 23, and 24; and respecting
awewdment No, 4, to which the Assemblvy
disagreed, the Conneil proposed a new amend-
ment as un alternative,

BILL—NURSES REGISTRATION.
Council's amendment.

Amendment made -by the Counci! now eon-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; =he Colenial See-
retary in charge of the Bill

Clause 14, paragraph (b).—8trike out the
words ‘funiform and,?’ .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

The amendment deals with registered nurses.
f do not intend to eontest the amendment.
which is not of great importanee. -

Question put and passed, the Conneil's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, report adopted and
n Message accordingly transmitted to the
(‘ouneil. )

BILI—PERMANENT RESERVES (No. 2).
Council’s amendment.

Amendment made by the Conncil now con-
sidered. ’

In Committeo.

My. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Sehedvle, Part II.—8trike out the words
““the Ord River’’ and insest ‘‘Cambridge
Rult.?

The PREMIER: T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.
By an ecrror in the department, Ord River
was included instead of Cambridge Gulf.

(uestion pot and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

Reselution repoited, the vepurt adopted and
a Messgge aceordingly  transmitted o the
Couneil,

SELECT COMMITTEE. WAR GRAT-
UITY BONDR,

Consideration of Report.

My, WILSON {Collie) [4.55]:
That in the opinion of this Honse the
reeommendations of the seleet commiiire
on war grateity howlds shomld reecive the
earnest consideration of the Government.
T will not delay the House Jor lomo. bnt T
wish to put a few pertinent facts before
hon. members so that they may »nderstang

T move—
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the position. When T moved for the ap-
peinfment of a seleet committee :ome
months ago it was then thought that some
of the charges were overdrawn and that we
lhad made them too grave. The committee,
however, found that the charges were mote
than proved up to the hils. At the outset,
I wish to pay a tribute of appreciation to
the Federal authorities aund especially to

the two officers, Mr. Sheehan, from the East- -

ern States, and Mr. Fricl, from the local
Commonwealth sub-Treasury. Those two
officers went out of their way to assist the
committee and spent hours and nights get-
ting data for us. Their assistance was a
splendid help to us, Without that assistance,
we eonld not have achieved the results we
did. We received something like 135 com-
plaints from diggers. The complaints wers
lodged in writing and set out how the sol-
diers had been taken dowm in conneetion
with land and monev transactions, When
we consider that there were something like
29,000 bonds issued in Western Australia, it
will be realised that the percentage of 135
compared with 29000 was very small. The
committee believe that any number of sol-
diers Lave been taken down, but rather than
get publieity, those men are prepared to
grin and bear it. The committee, with the
assistance of the Federal authorities, have
got something like £11,000 refunded to the
soldiers in amounts varying from £5 to £35
and £40 each. That is to say, in the case of
a digger who had a bond for £100, he
bought a block of land for £40 and re-
epived back £60 out of his boud, XNow that
digger will get annther bond for £33. The
valuations in many instances were outrage-
ously high. The committee are of the opinion,
although no recomntendation has been made
on the matter, that it would have becn bet-
ter had the bonds been made negotiable at
the ontset. Had that been done, T helieve
the digger would have received a hetter
deal. A rate of 54 per eent. is not large and
men with money will not invest at 53 per
eent. when they can get from 7 to 9 per
cent. elsewhere. Had {he bonds becn nego-
tiable and made to bear iuterest at, say, 7
per cent., the digger would have received a
better deal. The members of the commit-
tee were unanimous. There was never one
word of discord throughout the whole pro-
ceedings about what punishment we would
mete out to those lnml agents. In faet, if
we had the power we would have put some
of them where they are not now.

The Premier: You are getting vicions

in your old age.

Mr. WILSON: I am not vicious; I am
fair. Persons who will ask the digger to
a0 and fight for them so that they may stay
here in comfort and then take the digger
down when he returns, are not fit to live
amongst us.

Mr. Latham: Hear, hear!

The Minister for Works:
hung as high as Haman.

That is right.
They should be
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Mr. WILSON: At any rate, T would not
hang them to a Jamp post but would choose
something quicker. Perhaps the digger was
to blame a good deal, but, after all, we
must make allowances for a man who had
heen through five years of hell and whe, on
his return, may not have been guite nor-
mal and was therefore pled to get a few
pounds in the quickest possible way in order
to have a good time, We must also re-
member that some of these men had been
aecustomed to drawing 10s. or 12s. a day
before the war and that they fought for
the country for the miserable sum of 8s.

The Minister for Works: Some of my
nien only got 1s. 2d4. a day.

Mr. WILSON: A man who fights for
his country should receive the highest pos-
sible pay. If such a thing could be brought
about there would be fewer wars, Now
with respect to some of the land transae-
tions. I made certain charges in this House
and these have been borne out by the evi-
dence which was taken before the select
committee. In one case it was proved that
a man had sold the same block of land five
times. He pave a buyer 14 days im which
to pay up, but before the expiration of that
period he actually, and deliberately, sold it
to another perszon. That charge was abund-
antly proved before the select commitiee.
The seleet committee dealt with two or
three arch scoundrels, men with money, who
saw an opportunity of taking down the
digger. These men were James Chesters,
Dr. Wright, and a wandering Jew named
Louis Abrahams.

Hen. P, Collier:
right.

Mr. WILBON: I am going to say some-
thing about this Abrahams., He must have
known that we were going to call him be-
fore the select committes because, when we
were appointed, he got away as quickly as
possible. We tried by telegraph and by
mail to reach him but he proved too swift
for us. However, the police are now on his
track.

Mr, Harrison:
before.

Mr. WILSON: And you will hear of
him again., His selicitor in Perth, Mr.
Abbott, conld not tcll the committee where
he was. We sent a summons after him
but that was ignored. Having received no
reply, we prosecuted inquiries and  found
that he had heeu staying at a certain place
in Melbourne all the time, The seleet com-
mittee have got the police on his track and
23 8000 4% we can get hold of him we shall
proveed further. That is why it is the desire
of the select committee to be appointed an
lionorary Royal Conunission. Then, when we
get hold of Abrabams, it will he a battle
betwern a Scotchman and a Jew. T do not
know whether he will understand me. but the
committee will take every care to let him un-
derstand them. The committee summoned to
appear to give evidence many people whose
transactions were fairly honourgble. We wish

H: was wandering all

We have all heard of hin



2790

to say ke that it was only a question of
valne i, sume eases, and the committee were
able to s.rure satisfaction for the digger.
In thear cases we have no hesitation in say-
ing thar ihe people concerncd ucted honour-
abiy. 1'ith regard to cash transactions, we
found that many ien paid up in ioll, bat of
most ul those people who bought for cash
the soldiers bonds and who were brought be-
iore the committee, I have no hesitation in
saying that a bigger pack of liars never be.
fore pirthered together in one place. I did
rot belicve one of thes people, nor did any
olher me  ber of the committee, when we were
told by them that they only got 514 per
cent. interest. There was only one honest
man anongst them and he happened to be
a German, who coonfessed that he took more.
This man, however, refunded the money in
two cases. We were not able to finalise the
cash transactions hecause in some cases men
gave Teceipts to say that they got the full
anount. In those cases we were not able
to vove any further. We also investigated
a tew deals in furniture and machinery and
in these instinees we were able te adjust mat-
ters to the satisfaction of the men who prae-
tically gave away their bonds. I do not know
that 1 can labour the question much further
because hon. members have the report and
the cvidence before them. I am pleased to
think that the member for Moore (Col, Den-
ten) has sven fit to ask a question with re-
garl to the disposal eof funds collected by
other ho'lies Tor the use of soldiers and their
dependants, aml I trust that the Government
will appeint a Royal Comnission to go imto
that question. I helicve these socicties have
done good worlk with the money. But at the
present time how is that money being dis-
Iwrsed? We read letters every day in the
daily Press from soldiers’ wiilows, of the
extent to which they have been put upon and
whn are getting barely enongh on whick to
live. If this money were available for the
widows and children some good would be

done, There is no reason why it should go
tewards the wcrection of palatial buildings
and the purchase of eostly  furniture.

I ecompliment the member for Moore on
bringing the matter forward, and 1 hope
the Government will zec fit to appoint a com-
misgion of inquiry to deal with the matter.
With regard fo the recommendations of the
scloet committee, I trust the Minister for
Justice with the 2id of the officiala of the
Crown Law Department will take immediat»
stepe to investigate the transactions in which
Chesters, Dr. Wright, Jelley and Ahrahams
engaged, with a view fo steps heing taken to
prosecute. We ask the (iovernment to take
heed of our recominendations in this respeet,
and to instruet the Crown Law officers to
inquire into these particular dealings with
the ohject, if possible, of putting these men
inside. I am only sorry that the House gdid
not give the select committee power to gaol
some of these men, because, if anyone de-
gerved imprisonment in connection with some
of these transaections, the men I have named
certainly did, snd they should never be let
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out again. Apother matter too which the
Government should not lose sight of is the
fact that a e¢ivil servant carried on this work
of negotiating bonds in his oftice and in office
hours—in Govermment time he laid himself
out to take down the meu who fought for
him and others. With regard to Abrahams
and the others the sclect committee ask to be
appointed a Reyal Commission without pay
5o that the cases of those people may be in-
vestigated to the finish. A final word now
with regard to a wrong impression which has
got about concerning the work performed by
the selcet committee. The impression was
general amongst the public—T do not know
how they got it-—that the members of
the select committee were paid for the
work they waie doing, and - that because
of the fees they were receiving they were
stringing out the inguiry., The committee
gave their services gratuitously and devoted
a considerable amount of time to the investi-
gations they made. Not only that, bet they
also are out of pocket as the result of their
efforts to get redress for the diggers.

Mr. Underwood: What about trying to
make the Press aware of that fact?

Mr. WILSON: I am trying to do that
now, and I think they will take a note of it.
While on this subjeet I may tell a story of an
incident that oceurred in my electorate. A
man named Bickley got back a hond for £33
and he entered the boarding house where he
was staying and threw it on the table, re-
wmarking, *‘See what the little fellow—mean-
ing me—did for me. One chap them said:
‘*That is no thanks to Wilson beeause he got
well paid for it. He got £2 2s. a sitting for
it.”' T am ecomplaining about being misun-
derstooi. T have mueh pleasure in ¢ommend-
ing the motion to the consideration of the
House.

Mr. RICHARDSON (S8ubiaco) [5.10]: I
wizsh to endorse the remarks made by the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson), He has
dealt fairly exhaustively with the question
and it is therelarc not necessary for me to
refer to it at any great length, There is,
however, one phase of the question that L
desire to touch upon. At the initial stage
of the proceerllings of the select committee it
was thought generally by the public as well
a1 by the members of the committee that we
were going to experience difficulty with the
PFederal authorities. T wish now to pay a
tribute to the two Federal officers who were
associated with us in our deliberations. 1
refer to Mr. Sheehan who came from Mel-
bourne, and Mr. Friel who is in charge of
the sub-Treasury in Perth, Nothing was too
great for those gentlemen to do for the
seleet committee. and had it uot heen for
them the Aifficulties confronting the com-
mittee would have been far greater, and I
am ecertain it would have taken us double the
time to complete our imvestigations. The
results of the committee’s investigations
proved conclusively that there waa urgent
necessity for those inquiries to be made.
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Right thronghout it was quite cevident that
only a few people were engzaged in the mean
work of taking down returned goldiers. 1t
was not a peneral thing throughout the State;
the business seemeil to have been eonfined to
about 20 or M people in the State, people
vith moeney—how they came by it we know
not. It was quite evident that the buasiness
was limited to thess people, who, from be-
ginning to ¢nd laid themsclves out to catch
the returned Jigger by reason of his distress
at that particular time. I think the select
committee justifiecl their appointment by
reason of the fact, as the member for Collie
has peointed out, that s» much money has
been returned to the soldiers, eithcr hy way
of cash or hy humls. In many c¢ases, too,
cheques have heen sent to returned soldiers
representing soms of whick they had been
practically defrauded, with the intimation
that it was hoped nothing further would be
heard of the matter. If we could only esti
mate how mucih money was retorned in this
manner, I am convineed the total would open
the eyes of the people of the State. The
appointment of the committec had a wonder-
ful cffect, and 1 sincerely hope that the Gov-
ernment will appoeint the members of the
committee honorary Royal Commissioners so
that they may complete their work., The com-
mittce were practically unanimous through-
out the whole of the proceedings. With re-
gard to the regulations framed by the Fed-
eral authorities the average man would come
to the conclusion that there was no chanece
of breaking through them., But where the
seller and the buyer entered into collusiom,
there was no possibility of the Federal or
any other Government being able to do any-
thing. We found ourselves on many oeca-
sions up against a brick wall, for the reason
that on investization, with the assistance of
the two Treasury officers, we discovered that
some of the men who complained had actu-
ally sent in aftidavits to the effect that they
had received the full face value of their
bonds and the acerued interest to date. The
hands of the Committee were tied to a eertain
extent, becawse some of the witnesses stated
that they had rcomplained in the hope
of assisting their fellow men. Witnesses were
even prepared to appear before the committee
and let it go out to the publie that they had
committed perjury with the idea of assisting
some of their fellow men. There were many
soldiers who never laid a complaint at all, We
discovered that the digger was by no means
a sguealer.  He realised that he had been
taken down, but he refrained from complain-
ing. Every member knew of cases in which
soldiers had been taken down., Some of them
ware arproached, but thev said that while
they knew they had fallen in, they would not
say anything about it. This redounds greatly
to the credit of the returned soldier. I hone
the recommendations we have made will be
given effect to, and T trust that the recom-
mendation with regard to the civil servant who
bheeame implicated will be considered by the
Government at ihe earliest possible date.

[95]
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Mr. ("ORBOY (Yilgarn) [3.17]: I wish to
reiterate the thanks of the commitiec to
the two ofueers of the IPederal Goverminent
who assisted ©»s. When we firsl  started
our Jabours it was thoughi thut we would
have some difficulty with the Federul Qov-
ernment in regard to gelting the informnu-
tion and assistapnce we required, but
after that little misunderstanding had been
cleared up, the two officers detailed did
everything possible to assist us. I would
like to read a short extract from {ke evi-
dence of Mr, Sheehan, of the Commonwealth
Treasury, Melbourne, to elear up a matter
regarding which a ‘good many people are in
doubt. It relates to the man Abrahams and
the Mia Mia Pastoral Company. This mau
has eluded us so far, but we are determined
to get him some’ day and the cbairman las
sufficiently demoanstratéd his determination
to convinee me that we shall get b,

Mr. Latham: That man shouldl be pre
vented from carrying out any transactiony
in this State. -

Mr. CORBOY: The evidec.aca stuics—

The value of the !7 bonds, iucluding
interest to the date” of transactions,
amounted to £1,609 1s. 9d. The Mia Mia

Pastoral Company peid in cush to those

bend owners, £1,008 6s. 9d., and in respect

of the balance, they sold lan@ for which
the company proposed to charge £600
15s., that being the iotnl in the 17 cases.

The company took this full amount of

£600 15s. out of the bonds of the men

eoncerned, that is to say, they paid in
fuil out of the bonds for Ll hlacks of
land so purchaged. The Treasury was so
dissatisfied with the transactions, owing
to one of the cases coming uader notice
during the earlier atazes, that we had
valnations made of the fand which had
been sold. The valuers valued the land
at £239 10s. The Treasury has told thia
company that these transactions ecan only
be allowed on the basis of the valuer's
report, and that the prices the company
proposed to charge could not be nliowed.
The company have been jibbing ever since
over that. Abrabhams has not received the
bouds. The Treasury hold the bonds, Be-
fore Mr. Shechan came over, it was- in-
tended that Abrahams shouid get a bond
for the cash be had paid plus the value
placed cn the land by the Federal valuer.
He has not yet agreed ' to- that and nothing
definite has been done; Mr. Shechan has
given a definite assurauec: that the soldiers
will not be charged ong penny more than
the £239 10s, the value placed on the Jand
by the Commonwenlth valuer.

Mr. Underwood: Will the so]ﬂlera get ihe
money back?

Mr. CORBOY: They wili get new bonds.

Mr, TUnderwood : Will they give the
maney hack?

Mr. CORBOY: Some 0f thein have done
so and have had their bonds returned to
them, If I Had dealt with .a mwan like
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Abrabamg and had the cash, I would pay
bim the money and take my hond back.
The publicity given to the labours of the
commitfen bas revealed what happened, [
wius cxtremely gratified at the good fortune
that attended our laboars throughout. Ex-
cepling in one or two instances where we
found ourselves up against a briek wall, we
were able to accomplish something and it is
a matter for conpratulation that onr efiorts
kave not gone for nought. 1 want to draw
the attention of the Premier to the ques-
tion aaked by the member for Manre ((‘ol.
Dentun) a few days ago with refercove w
other war funds, The hon, member asked
the Premier to consider the appointment
of a Royal Covmissior to inguire into the
whole of the war funds. I think this would
he worth while. It is alleged—I do not
know shether il is {rue—ihat one organisa-
fion has in its possession no less than
£10,000 worth of pianos which were donaicd
tv the soldiers and not to that particular
organisation. If these things nie true—and
it would be worth finding out whether ther
are true—it is time something was done,
Muany of our retnrned soldicrs are in urgent
need of assistance aund they should receive
the Dbenefit of the things which were
donated to thein, The seleet committee feol
extremely grateful for the assistancee rend-
cred so willingly by everynne and partien-
latly by the two Federal oflicers.

Mr. McCALLUM  (South Iremantle)
|5.22]: This kas bLeen my first cxpericnee
a5 a member of a seloet committer. 1 had
formed the opinion that the werk of select
committees generally did wot resnit in mueh
good, and that the reports were usually
pigeon-holed and there the malter ended.

Mr. Harrison: That is the general opinion
outside.

Mr., McCALLLUM: The sclect committes
on gratuity bonds have achieved something
for at least £10,000 bad been returned to
the soldiers up fo the time of prescoting
the report. We hope the matter will not he
allowed to rest there. Tf a burglar were
caught in your louse, Mr. Speaker, and he
apoiogised and offcred to hand back the
property he was stealing, you would not he
agreeable to letting him go. You would
want to hand him over to be dealt with,
That js the pogition of a uumber of land
agents, They have been caught red-handed
tobbing people and, although they have
agreed to pay up, we do nnt think that is
sufficient. They sbould be punished. They
huve admitted that they set out to deliber-
ately thwart the regulations of the Com-
monweglth Government. They knew what
they were doing; they knew they were cir-
cumventing the law. We recommend that
the Government take actlion. T do not know
whether such action should be taken hy the
State or the Commonwealth Government,
but the matter should be put in the hands
of the legal authorities and prosecution
should follow in the cnses whieh have hecn

[ASSEMBLY.]

mentioned. It has been comparatively easy
to trace down the land transactions, but
we are convinced that just as muoeh fraud
has been committed iu connection with the
financial transactions. However, it is almost
impossible to get proof of this. The soldier
and the man cashing the bond signed state-
ments that the full value had been paid and
received, anid 3t is ahmost impussible to find
ont who was to blame. Onre deal in land
was particularly barefaced. Chesters, of
Subiaco, admitted that ke bourht 13 blocks
of Innd at £2 108, cach on one day and sokl
Lhem to solliers for £40 each on the mexi
day.

Hon. P, Collier: That is the chap who
»uid be had nothing against the soldier.

My, MeCALLTM: Yes, a man who eould
make £40 out of £2 101, bhlocks in 24 hours
should nrot have anvthiog agaiost them.

Mr. Richardson: He sold one of those
blocks five times over,

Mr. MeCALLUM: I bave recollections of
the same genticman appearing on platforms
and waving flags during the war.

Hon. P, Collin: He nearly got into this
House onee.

Mr, MeCALLUM: And cveryone else was
aceounted a traitor or pro-German if be hap-
pened to differ from him on certain prin-
ciples.  If Chesters is allowed to go scot
free, it will e evidence that the Government
do not do their duty.

Hon, P. Collicr: Tf they let him go, we
should open all eur gaols.

My, MeCALLUM: These offenders should
be dealt with, and we definitely recommend
the Government to take action. We received
valuable assistanee from the Fedceral officers,
Mr. Sheehan and Mr. Friel, At the begin-
ning of the imqniry, 1 thounght the Common-
wealth antherities were ont to block us.  Mr.
Triel was anxious to hulp wg, but he had to
carry out his instruetions. From the moment
Mr, Shechan arrived with instruetions, we
recciverld all yossible assistanee and informa-
tion. Mueh of the sueesss nf the committee’s
work iz due to the taet, determination, and
thoranghness with which the chairman, the
member for Collie, carried out his work. He
gave a great deal of time to the work of the
committee, handled witnesses in  first-class
fashion, and showed that he was able to ex-
tract il the information he wanted from
them. The fuct that s0 much money has
been returned to the soldiers is largely due
to the chairman. The report ia hrief; it
contnins throe definite recommendations, and
T hope the Government will give cffeet to
them at the earliest possible date.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam} {5.28]: T have not had time to
look thransh all the evidenee tendered Lefore
the selret eommittee, but T am plensed at the
wuy the work of the committee has been eon-
dueted. Of course we knew when Mr. Wilaon
was appointed ehairman that the work would
br woll done and that few, if any, would
t~enpe.  Fiom long expericare of the hon.
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member we knew how well he would conduct
the inquiry, The Government will give seri-
wits consideration to the reeommendations of
the select committee, and 1 shall ask the
Crown Law Department to look into the
matters mentioned here to-day. Tf men have
heen puilty of frand, they ought to pay the
penalty for it.  Regarding the supggestion
that there should he another inguiry con-
cerning the funds colleeted daring the war,
T should like to talk the matter over with
those interested hefore coming to a decision.
Tf it is merely to ascertnin what balances
are held, it will he a very simple matter, but
if we appeinted a Royanl Commission te in-
quire inte every collection duwring all the
years of war, it would be quite impossible.

Mr. Wilaon: Yes, you could not do that.

My, Corboy: ¥Yon ¢ounld not get anyone io
take the job on.

The PREMIER: Such
would be an imposgible one.
are balancez in certain funds. I mentioned
the matter 2 few months ago. Tt would be
possible, I think, to aseertain how those bal-
ances stand in the case of funds collected
for special purposes. T have no doubt that
many committees holding small balances
would he plad to get rid of them. Tndeed,
T think the committees would be grateful to
the House if we told them how to deal with
soch balances. I want the select commitiee
to let me know how far they do wish to go
in these inquiries, becaunse, as we all know,
there were, of course, thouzands of these* col-
lections duaring war time.

Question pnt and passed.

an undertaking
T believe there

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE—FEDERA-
TION AND TBE STATE.

Consideration of Tuterim Report.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.32]: T
move—

That in the opinion of this House the
reecommendations of the Joint Selsct Com-
committee on the proposed Federal Con-
vention shouldl receive the earliest comsid-
eration of the Government.

A few weeks ago the joint seleet eommittec
presented a short interim report, setfing out
that the committee had found that the qmes-
tions referred to them mneressitated a close
study of the history of the foundation of
the Commonwealth, and also a close stndy
of the Faderal Constitution and of all the
various laws appertaining thereto. The com-
mittee found also that it was necessary to
ascertain how these laws, of which so many
have been passed sinee the inanguration of
Tederation, have affected the State of West-
ern Aunstralia. As the Honse knows, the
Premier very kindly placed at the disposal
of the committee the serviees of the Under
Treasurer as financial adviser; and Mr. Owen
has been doing & great deal of good work,
studying the Federal Constitution and also
recent works dealing with that subject. He
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has supplied the committee with a voluminous
report of the result of his iuvestigations, and
the committee are also studying the subject
for themselves. They have not, however,
been able to aceomplish as wuch as they
would have liked. Yom, Mr. Speaker, know
that the session has been very strenuous. As
I have stated, the subject of the committee's
investigation requires close study; and T
would ask hon. members to consider how it
is possible for the members of the committee
to attend to their parliamentary duties and
at the same time give the necessary attention
to the vitally important subjeet of their
special inquiry? The Leader of the Oppesi-
tion and his deputy are working day aml
night to earry out their duties in this
Chamher, Wounld it be fair to ask these
gentlemen, who have more work to do than
falls to the lot of the ordinary private
member, to address themselves also to the
snbjcet which is engaging the attention of
the joint select committee? Considerations
such as these have moved the joeint select
comniittee to advance the suggestion that
they should he appointed an honorary
Royal Comiission, so that after their par-
linmentary duties for the session have been
discharged they may devote their undivided
attention to the subjeet which Parliament
has specizlly remitted to them. Speaking
for myself, as a member of the joint select
committee, I know that T am expected to
keep in tonch with parliamentary matters
and to make myself conversant with the
varions Bills being snbmitted to this Cham-
her. The deubie tash of parlinmentary and
seleet committee duties amounts to almost
an impossibility to perform. Therefore,
speaking for the Assembly members of the
joint scleet committee, I hope this Chamber
will authorise us to continue our investiga-
tions as suggested. The committee’s re-
port, when it eomes out, will be of a far-
reaching nature. We are asked to deter-
mine not only how Federation has affected
Wegtern Australia in its finances and its
indugtries, but also to frame whatever
amendments may be nceded in the Federal
Constitution—a very important matter, and
one which will regnire a great deal of
thonght. In the Upper House the request
that the joint seleet committee should be
appointed an honorary Royal Commission
has received a sympathetic reply from the
Leader there, which leads me to hope
that the present applieation will meet with
a favourable response in this Chamber. We
all recognise that the question how Federa-
tion has affected@ Western Aunstralia is one
of  the ntmost importance. Tn recent years
we have heard expressions of opinion from
the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition,
and the Leader of the Country Party, and
indeed from every section of the Chamber,
to the effeet that to Federation ean be
traced a very considerable propoertion of
our financial troubles. According to the
report prepared by Mr. Owen some time
ago, Western Australia has alréady lost 10
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millions sterling in cash alone through being
federated, besides suffering serious disad-
vantages in its industrial and commercial
life. As is well known, this Parliament is
not alone in its desire to discover how PFed-
cration has affected the individual State.
The South Australian Legislative Assenbly
has carried a motion for the appointment of
a committee of inquiry; and Qucensland
and Tasmania are following suit, I believe
it was the fact of these four States all
moving in the same direction that induced
Mr. Hughes to bring forward that almost
impoasible Bill which he introduced into
the House of Representatives some little
time ago—to withdraw it pretty promptly.
That measure has been dropped and it has
since Leen suggested that the Federal Par-
liament itself conld frame suggestions for
amendments of the Federal Constitution. I
do not for a moment believe that such a
method of altering the Federal Constitution
will appeal either to the people of this
State or to the peoples of the other States.
The matter is one, therefore, that should
be debated in this Parliament. I should
like to make a suggestion to the Premier in
this connection, and it is

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, mmember eannot
do that on this motion.

Mr. ANGELO: It is all on the one sub-
jeet, Sir. My suggestion is that the Pre-
mier should consult with the Premiers of
the other States to see if it would not bé
possible to held a convention of the States
—a States convention—ignoring the Fed-
eral Government ailtogether. After ail, the
six States are the parties to the Federal
compact; and if any alteration is necessary
in the Federal Constitution, that alteration
ghould be effected by the six States them-
selves.

Mr. Underwood: The Federal Constitu-
tion cannot be altered without the consent
of the States.

Mr. ANGELO: As the Federal Parlia-
ment has turned down the Bill to which I
have referred, and has thereby refused to
hold a eonvention, what is there to prevent
the States themselves holding a eonvention
of their own? As we know, the Federal
elections will be held next year. If our
Premier could get the other State Premiers
to agree to a convention, we could prepare
our case during the next few months. The
BStates convention could be held ip, say,
June or July; and then, upon the Federal
Parliament moeting again, the amendments
snggested by the State convention in the
Federal Constitution could be submitted to
the Commonwesalth Legislature, If that
Legislature turned the sugpestions down,
then we could se edueate the Federal elee-
tors of this State that when the Federal
elections came round those electors would
return to the Commonwealth Parliament
members sympathetic towards the State,
and prepared to demand that there should
be no fnrther PFederal encroachments on
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State rights, and even to demand the return
of some of the rights already lost to’
the States by reason of the c¢ormorant-
like desires and actions of the Federal
Parlinment. T econrider fhat an immense
amount of pgood can he done by this means.
Fren if the Premier camnot got the other
Siates to agree to such a convention, the
mere preparation of a report such as the
joint scleet committee have in eontempla-
tion, and its publication to the people of
the State, would cdueate our Federal elee-
tors so that they would exercise consider-
able cawtion in ecasting their votes af the
next Federal cleetions. It a Btates conven-
tion is to be held, it should be on the basis
of eqnal representation for the variows
Statcs, on the same principle as obtained in
connection with the Federal convention of
20 odd years ago.

Mr. Davies: How 3s it to be expected
that those States which are alleged to be
hattening on Western Australia will agree
to the suggested States eonvention?

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad of that in-
terjection.  That aspect has already been
put up to me, T was told, ‘*You will never
get New South Wales and Vietoria to ngree
to a States convention.”’ But recently I
was in Vietorin and New South Wales, and
met numerous memhbera of the State Parlia-
ments; amd T was sorprised at the preval-
ence amongst them of a feeling that the
States’ parlinmentarians are being treated
in an undignified manner by Federal mem-
bers.  Federal members Jook down wupon
State members, I am told. Members of
Eastern States Parliaments refer with con-
siderable feeling to the faet that Federal
members usarp the functions of State mem-
bers, and make encroachments on the rights
of State members, in many instonces doing
things which are properly the functions of
State members. Upon my inquiring of var-
ipus members of Eastern States Parlia-
ments whether in the eveat of the Federal
Government not holding a convention, they
thoupht their Parliaments wouvld agree to
the holding of a States convention, they un-
hesitatingly declared, speaking for them-
selves, that they would support such a pro-
posal. Now, there is the question of the
25a. eapitation grant to be considered. No
member of the Parliament of either New
South Wales or Victoria is willing to see
that capitation grant curtailed or abolished.
That is one vital question on which the
sugpestad Btate convention could do a lot of
good. Then there is the question of the
tarif—T do not think any of the States is
satisfied with fthe latest tariff—and there
are the guestions of special granta to Tas-
mania and Western Anstralin. All these
problems must be considered at a conventiom
of the States. Yeara ago we were promised
a convention at the ond of the first 20 vears,
but the Prime Minister haz broken his pro-
mise and declared that no convention is to
be held, T hope the Premier, when at the
Premiers’ Conference, will conault the other
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Premiers with a view to arranging for a
convention of the Biates.

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitehell—
Northam) [5.47): Of course the recommenda-
tion can proceed withont the consideration
of the Government, It iz most important
that as a State we should know where we
stand. That is why the Government are
prepared to continue the scleet committee as
a Royal Commission in order that they
might complete their investigation, We
have to remember that the Federal Govern-
ment ean ecrush us, and practieally have
erugshed ws. Their colleetion of taxes has
maide it almost impossible for the State to
goet sufficient taxation. Of course, war ex-
penditure has to be provided for, but apart
from that the expense of the Federal Gov-
ernment should not be very heavy., When
Federation was first entered into it was
thought the expenditure of the Federal
Government would be very small indeed.
Put not only have they collected taxation at
every opportonity, but they have spent very
lavighly, and are still <oing so. Apart from
Posts and Telegraphs, Defence and Cus-
toms, we see nothing of the Federal Gov-
ernment in this State. Children have to be
educated by the State Government, hos-
pitals maintained by the State Government,
aud in addition we have to develop the
State.  All these responsibilities are ours,
whereas the duties of the Federal Govern-
ment are very few, notwithstanding which
they collect about three fimes as much taxa-
tion as dees the State. It eannot continue.
The position is worse with ws and with
Queensland  than with any of the other
States, because we are so little developed.
We must have money for development, and
if interest is to be found on the money =o
used, it must eome from taxation, Yet in
cvery avenue of taxation the Federal Gov-
ernment collections are so heavy as to vem-
der it almost impossible for the State to
secure any increased taxation. This in-
quiry ought to disclose without too much
detail, but still in detail, just what is hap-
pening, particularly in respect of the in-
iquitous tariff, showing how it is blocking
the way of development. The people are
getting little or nothing as the result
of the' Federal eollections of taxation,
while the State has to remder innum-
erable services. We cannot get out
of the PFederal compact—I wish we
had never got into it—but we can sec to it
that we get an opportunity to live and serve
the people we represent. The member for
Carnarvon (Mr. Angelo) suggests the forma-
tion of a great political organisation, and the
clection to the Federal Parliament of only
such men as will stand for State rights as
against Federal encroachment. If all the
States would do that, we should@ scon be all
right. For my part, I should be very glad
to join with other people of this State who
would refuse to return to the Federal Parlia-
ment any but those who stead for State
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rights, Tt would be the greatest move to-
wards aholition of party cver made in thiy
State.  Tf ever anything effective is to be
deone, it will have to be through seme suen
movement.  After 20 years, snrely, the Con-
stitution requires amendment! We know that
it doex. Tt ought to be possible for our
ropresentatives to induee the Federnl Govern-
ment to eall & convention.. This State in
particuiar has snffered as the result of TFed-
eriation. The Fuederal taxation is so heavy that
it does mot give much opportunity to the
State. It ia the dety of every man to sce that
woe pot sufficient money to edueate our ¢hil-
hen, develop the eountry, protect the peo-
ple, and serve them in the many ways neces-
sary for their well heing. Tn view of the
Pedernt coliections and the Federal encroach-
ment it 1s difficult te know how the State
is to earry on. We have the whole of the
North to be developed.

Mre. Tuiderwood:
short on our acconnt.

The PREMIER: But it worries me. Wd
are not able to do all that we wonld like to
o, or all that we ought to ilo, simply be-
canse the Federal Government leave us so
little money. Consider what the tariff means!
Half onr farmers nre using second-hand ma-
chinery to avoid the payment of the iniquit-
ous dutx! A machine which cost £100 before
the war costs £200 to-day, principally in
eonsequence of the fariff. Whereas at one
time a farmer could be set up on the land
for £200, to-day it would cost £800 merely
to provide him with a complete art of machin-
erv. T want to see the stuff made in Aus-
tralia. and I do not object to a tariff whick
woull enable these things to be manufactured
within the Commonwealth; but I do object to
a tariff devised exelusively for revenue pur-
poses. T hope the select commiftec will go
on with its work, and that the result will be
to make the people of the State realise where
they stand. During last vear the PFederal
Government  collected in duty and  excise,
£G630,000 from liquor consumed in this State.
Nobody complained; the money was paid
cheerfully and willingly., Yet, when the State
Government, which has all the cost of polie-
ing and controlling the traffie, ask for a
paltry £130,000 there is at on2e an outery. 1
hope the Committee will in simnle fashion
make the sitnation clear to the publie.

Questinn put and passed.

Don’t leave vyourself

BILL—PRICES REGULATTON ACT
AMENDMENT,

All stages.
" The PREMIER (Mon. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [6.0]: T move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as to enable the Bill to he in-
troduced without notice.

Mr. SPEAKER: As the motion hay bheen
submitted without notice, it is neerssary for
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a majority of 26 wmembers tg he in favoeur
of it to secure its adoption.

Question put.

The SPEAKER: As there is no dissen-
tient voice, and as there are 26 memhers jire-
sent I declare the motion earried.

Question thus passed.
First Reading.

On motion hy the Premicr, Bill introdueed
and read a first time.

Second Reading,.

The PREMIER (1on., Sir James Mitchelt
—XNortham) {6.3] in moving the second read-
ing said:—The Crices Regulation Aet cxpired
on the 31st December. Thia Bill vevives the
Act passed last year, and will continue the
operations of the Prices Regmlation Aet for
the present year. [t is wnnecessary to disenss
the Act itgself becawse its principles are well
known. A great deal of good work has been
done under it, and prices have been kept in
check. .

Mr. Chesson: In the city but not much in
the country.

The PREMIER: TDid the hon. member
bring any cases of that sort under the natice
of the Commission?

My, Chesson: Tt was useloss te do so.

The PREMIER: XNot at all.

M. Chesson: Tt was waste of time,

The PREMTER: 1t is true the Commis-
sion has been dissolved, but power is taken
voder this Bill to give the Governor the right
from time to time to reappoint it to deal
with specific matters that may be referred to
it by an Order in Couneil. If it is necessary
that sueh work as was required to ha dome
last year should be done again, it ean be
arranged. There is still need for the Prices
Regulation Commission, especially when prices
arc soaring from day to day. In some
direetions prices are falling, but there is still
need to have this power. Many people ob-
jeeted to the eommission when it was first
appointed, and it has bheen said that prices
have heen fixed at a higher rate than wonld
have been the case had it not been for the
commission. T disagree with that view, for
T think the commission did a lot of good, as
was shown by the cases that went through my
own hands. To-day flonr is dearer in South
Australia than it is here, hecause we can fix
the price in this State. The idea is that
the commissioners shall be brought into use
when required. Two of them are (Govern-
ment officials, and the other ia Mr, Burgess,
They have dowe excellent work, and no man
ean fairly complain of what they did. They
made strangely few wmistakes, and they are
men whom the publie can trust. T think it
i3 necessary to have some authoritative per-
sons watching the movement in prices from
time to time, just as if the commission were
sitting permanently. There are some requi-
sites which affeet the farmers, and will re-
quire to be watched for a year or two until
things come back to mormal. Tt is a very
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neeessary thing to have the commission this
year, and T hepe the ITouse will agree to give
the Govermment this power. In some dirce-
tions combinations exist that we little dream
of, T remember a Fedoral politician saying
that vombination iy common sense, hut some-
times it is an expensive eommon sense, [
couldl mention enses of combination against
the farmers.

Mr, Pickering: Against fhem?

The PREMIER: There is no chance of
the farmers themselves combining,

ATe. Latham: They have done a little of it.

The PREMIER: They have nof dene it
auywhere.

My. Johnston: They are beginning to wake
ujn

The PREMIFER: We ask the House to give
us power to revive this commission from time
to time during the year as may seem to us
desirable.

Mr. Latham: You propose to abolish the
office temporarily?

The PREMIER: It is abolished. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [6.10]: T
agree with the Premier that we should eon-
tinue our price fixing legislation for another
vear. It may be necessary for the public to
have permanent legisiation of this kind. I
agree that the commission has done good
work, hut not such cffective work as I antiei-
pated. The resalts have not been nearly so
good ag the public hoped and expected when
the Act wns passed.  The commissioners had
many diffienltics to contend with, but in a
quiet way T believe that acting as pelicemen
they did prevent increases in prices right
along the line. T am sorry the Government
allowed the Act to lapse., It wonld appear
from the wording of the Bill that it was only
proposed to have the work carried out in the
future in a limited fashion, and that only
such questions as it may be found necessary
to refer to the commission will be so referred.
[ am sorry the commission was not continued
in its entirety, and T de not know that the
Bill will do very much good.

The Premicr: Tt can he made to go as
far as we like,

Hon. P. COLTIER: Tf the Government has
the will and-the desire to make it go as far
as the Act went before, it can be done. The
whole cominission should be revived,

The Premier: It will be made to go as
far as may be necessary.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Tf the Government
wigh it they will have power te revive the
commission and do mueh as was done in the
past. THaving vegard, however, to some of
the influences that were opposed to price
fixing altogether, T am not sure that it will
not be used again in this direction. The
Premier spoke ahout the regulation of priees.
We have reached such a stage in vegard to
production and distribution of the whole of
the necessaries of life that competition has
heen altogether eliminated. Soeiety ia faced
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with the problem of devising ways and means
by legislation of secing that the public are
not taken down, as it were, by the action of
monopelies and cembinations, There is prae-
tieally no competition at all to-day.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: 1£ you do net jein
# combination the threat is used that yon will
be pat out of business.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The ramifieations of
these combinations arc so wide, and their
power is so great, that no matter where one
looks now the position iz the same, namely,
the combinations fix the price and everyone
in that particnlar line of business has to fall
into agreement and trade at the prices fixed
from time to time. Should auyone dare to
take up an independent attitude and give the
public the benefit of competition, the pres-
gure becomes so strong upen him that he
is forced out of buginess.

Mr. Mann: Is that not so in every walk
of life?

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not know about
that. It i3 so with regard to all necessaries
of life.

My, Mann: Aml wages.

Hon. P, COLLIER: No.
difference there.

There is a great

L
Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.0 pam.

lHon, P, COLLLER: Before teas, the men-
ber for Yerth interjected to the cffect that
wages were fixed by combinptions and that
the prices of commodities were fixed by com-
binations of traders, The difference i1y that
wiges are fixed by an independent tribunal—
the Arbitration Court—a body with no in-
tevest fo serve one way or the other, but
prices are fixed by the sellers themselves. I
do not wish to labour the question. Everyone
has fairly fixed ideas regarding the regula-
tion of prices and the Act. I agree with the
Premicr that we should continue the Act.

Mr. Bampson: Does the Act keep down
prices?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Not always, but in
many directions it has kept down prices.

Mr. Sampson: Prices have dropped where
regulation hag ceased.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The very facet of this
law Dbeing in existence acts as a policeman
and prevents prices from increasing in many
Mrections. I hope the Bill Will ba passed,
and that the Government will keep the com-
mission in existence and allow them to carry
on their work.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time,

In Coumnittee,

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premicr in
¢harge off the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Mause 2—Amendment of
Xo. 16 of 1920:

Seetion 10 of
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Mr. TNDERWOOD: What will be the cost
of vontnining the commission?

The Premier: The ecost last year was very
smull,  There are only two members,

AMr. UNDERWOOD: The conmission have
an offiee, a seeretary and a typist, Is it iw-
tended to retain the office and staff.

The PREMIETR: We must retain the
typist; the seeretary is a junior in the serviec.
The worlk must be done. I should net think
the cost would be muel.

My, Underwood: How much?

The PREMIER: 1 should think not more
than £700 for the year,

My. UNDERWOOD: If it is necessary to
keep the office and secretary, it is not worth
while retaining the commission.

The Premier: T do not think it will be; it
all depends on the work to he done.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am confident tho
commission did not relieve the people to the
extent of the amount expended on the eom-
irigsion’s salaries.

The Premier: You arve wrong.

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: 1 am not. The com-
migsion had n tendeney to keep some prices
np. But for the commission milk wonld have
heen supplied to consumers at a lower price.
The present prive is 9d. a yeart, and people
tlo not vse nearly sp much milk as they wonld
if the price were lower, That price wis fixed
by the price raising commission,

The P’remier: You are quite wrong.

My, TNDERWOOD: In wmy opinion the
venmnission failed. AN it did was to prevent
dealers from reduciag their prices, The com-
mission tried to fix the price of meat and
failed. Tt is admitted that they cannot fix
the price of fruit or vepetables. Neither
ean they fix the price of bread, breanse we
come under the wheat scheme,

Mr. Davies: They did fix the price of
bread.

The CHATRMAN: The hon, wmember ap-
pears to be making a second reading speech.

Ay, UNDERWOOD: I claim that I am en-
titled to inquire whether the expenditure of
£700 is warranted. The commission cannot
deal with the essentials of life; therefore why
spemnd money on retaining the commission?
The Premier would be wise to cut out the
whole of the expenditure, beeanse the com-
mission have not been able to reduce the
vost of living, We have never heard of a
dealer in the necessaries of life beecoming
excessively wealthy. We have never heard
of n wealthy grocer,

Mr. Harrison: The drapers are the men
who make the money,

Mr., UNDERWOOD: Yes, and the mer-
chant prinees who deal in flimsies, ladies’
shovs and ninons, The price of sugar is fixed
by the Federal Govermment, and what prices
vemain for the commission to fix? Tf the
commission  could cut down the price of
ladics’ glace shoes whieh cost 235, and are
worth about s, €., T woeuld support the
commission,

Mr. J. H. Smith: ALY T suspect you.

MacCallam Smith: You need uot buy them.
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Mr. O 'Lophlen: Tike spirits, the higher
vou put them uwp, the more the people will
buy.

My. UNDERWOOD:  Yes, o lady pays
43s. far a pair of shoes and her friend goes
along and asks for a 505 puir, but the weller
shows her a 00s. pair, aml she takes them.
T trust we shall not coutbrue the commission
with the ofiee and stafl which in some eases
have kept up prices.

Mr. DAVIES: There is one difficulty 1 see
in regard to Clause 2, and it is, that if the com-
mission are going out of existence, will it mean
that all proclaimed prices will cease to oxist ¥
If the prices proclaimed to-day cease to exist
it will be all right, but if the prices now pro-
¢claimed remain, who is to take the initiative,
say in regard to milk, in the event of hran and
pollard going down ?

Mr. Sampson: Competition,

Mr. DAVIES: Then there is no use in having
the Bill,

Mr. ANGELO: I take it the object of the
Government is to end the Act, and to secure
machinery which will enable them in times of
emergency, if they find the public are being
exploited, to be able to act under a temporary
measure. But it seems to me that £700 is too
much to expend on a temporary bhoard. Why
could we not do what is done in private life and
appoint a secretary on the understanding that
he provides an office and o staff ¥ This could
be done with advantage.

The Premier: In this case the chairman
is & member of the civil service.

Mr. ANGELO: The machinery under the
Bill should not cost mare than €300 a year and
I would like & proviso inserted to that efiect.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Counceil.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.
Council's smendments.

Bill returned from the Council with a Schedule
of 15 amendments, which were now considered.

No. 1-—Clause 2, Add to the definition of ** land
agent,” - but does not include public accountants
acting in the discharge of their duties as trustecs,
liquidators, or receivers.”

The PREMIER; This is » perfectly rersonable
smendment. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed ; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to,

No. 2—Clause 3, Strike out ** January ' and
ingert *- April.”

The PREMIER : This is merely altering the
date on which the Act shall come into force.
) move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 3—Clause 4, In the proviso, strike o1
* Thirtieth day of June' and insert * 3186 ds
of March.”

On motion by the Premier,
amendment agreed to,

No. 4—Clause 35, Subclause 3. Strike o
*as on the 15th day of January then 1la
passed.”

The PREMIER: This amendment mea)
that & copy of the register will be publishe
notwithstanding the fact that the 15th Januas
has passed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I enter & very stror
protest against attempting to pass legislatic
in this manner. Not one member hna a coj
of the amendments made by the Council, ar
no one has the slightest iden of the nature «
any of these amendments; we de net kno
the least thing about them. The Premi
might just as well say that we are nonentiti
and that the Council may have their own way.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: This is a simp
amendment, hut at the same time, as there
no possibility of closing down the session for
few days, these amendments might be place
upon the Notice Paper zo that we may unde
stand what we are doing. We know from pa
experience that all Governments are lax in ¢
publieation of necessary statements and r
ports. It may he that the license of an ager
may be taken away from him, and if the li
is not published till late in tho year, others wi
not have an opportunity of knowing that the
individual iz not licensed.

The PREMIER: I have no obhjection 1
these amendments being placed upon the Noti
Paper.

Progress reported.

the Council

RETURN—COLLIE AND NEWCASTLE
COAL,

On motion by Mr. Wilson, ordered: The
a return be laid upon the Table of the Houw
giving—(a) The weekly issues of Newcast
and Collie coals {separately) over all the Goven
ment railwaya for the twelve months endin
27th November, 1921, (b) The weekly issu
of Newcastle nnd Collie coals (separately) owi
the northern milways of the State for tt
twelve months ending 27th November, 1921.

House adjourned at 8-10 p.o.




